Although Fratelli tutti has some
strong words about our tendency
to form opposing groups, Pope
Francis also says that difference and conflict are
not bad things. Without difference, there would
only be stifling uniformity. Our particular identities,
national, cultural, ethnic and religious, are
important: “Just as there can be no dialogue with
‘others’ without a sense of our own identity, so
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This Sunday’s readings are about encountering opposition. The
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there can be no openness between peoples except prophet Amos is told that he is not welcome in Bethel, and that civilisation
on the basis of love for one’s own land, one’s own people, one’s own cultural roots... | can he should go back home and prophesy there. Jesus, instructing
welcome others who are different, and value the unique contribution they have to make, his disciples as he sends them out on mission, warns that people Of love

only if | am firmly rooted in my own people and culture” (Fratelfi tutti 143). Conflict and may refuse to welcome them or to listen to what they have to say.
opposition are not just inevitable, but sometimes necessary: we can come into conflict
with others when we demand justice or oppose oppression, when we defend our rights
or insist on our dignity. Opposition can sometimes be a way of pursuing the truth and

holding people - including governments - to account.

How do we react when we encounter opposition? Faced with
people who disagree strongly with us, or attack our worldview or
ideas, we can withdraw. This is only natural: most people do not
enjoy engaging in controversy and argument, and we prefer to

CHILDREN OF THE SAME FATHER

The important thing is that, like the disciples, we encounter conflict and opposition because
we are genuinely seeking the kingdom of God and the good of others, and not because we
are defending the little kingdom of our own interests and attacking others as we go. Like
the disciples, we too are invited to go out to encounter others, to bring them good news

and healing, and we are not to be afraid of opposition.

spend time with people who are like us, and sympathetic to our
ideals and way of life. Many social media platforms are geared
to show us what we like and what we agree with, and connect us
with “people like us”. But while this can be a source of enjoyment
and support, Pope Francis warns that it can also be problematic:
“Persons or situations we find unpleasant or disagreeable are
simply deleted... a virtual circle is then created, isolating us from
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remain shut up in our bubbles, agreeing with one another and
lashing out at others. But if we overcome our fear of others who
are different from us and who may criticise or challenge us, then
we can take a step forward, to encounter them and to begin a
conversation. We may end up still disagreeing with them, but we
have established something: a genuine human connection, and a
sense of being different in a shared world.
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